
Closely follows the 
Adventure Cycling

Atlantic Coast Route

Savannah to West Palm Beach Tour
• 570 miles
• Sat, May 9 - Sat, May 16, 2020 (8 days of cycling)
• Sun, May 17: Optional Amtrak ride from West Palm Beach 

to Savannah (98 Amtrak Silver Meteor:  9:47am - 7:23pm

West Palm Beach is a good 
place to stop since:
• Good Amtrak connection 

back to Savannah
• Later trip will use a loop 

from West Palm Beach to 
Key West to Fort Myers 
Beach (via ferry) and back 
(see next slide)



Adventure Cycling
Atlantic Coast Route

Adventure Cycling
Florida Connector

Key West Express
High-speed ferry 
from Key West to 
Ft. Myers Beach, FL

Key West Tour
• 388 miles
• January 2 - 10, 2021
• Could possibly add a 

couple of days in the 
Everglades



Day 1 – Sat, May 9
• Thunderbird Inn (Savannah, GA) to

Gordonia Alatamaha State Park (Reidsville, GA)
• 68.8 miles

Gordonia-Alatamaha State Park  - Reidsville, GA
This 662-acre Georgia state park located in Reidsville, 
a city on Georgia's coastal plain region. 
• 8 Cottages
• 29 Tent, Trailer & RV Campsites
• 1 Walk-In Campsite
• Restrooms
• Showers
• $35.00 – electric site
• Wi-fi – in park office and golf clubhouse

Pembroke, GA – check out the Pembroke Old City Jail Historical 
Marker with a small one-room brick cube used to house 
offenders
Claxton, GA – the fruit cake capital of the world – visit Claxton 
Fruit Cake or the Georgia Fruit Cake Company® and sample 
some fruit cake or other treats
Lunch – Pembroke (MP 35) or Claxton (MP52)
Dinner – Smith’s Restaurant Reidsville – buffet with country 
cooking.  Close to camp.



Day 2 - Sun, May 10
• Gordonia Alatamaha State Park (Reidsville, Ga) to

Laura S. Walker State Park Campground (Waycross, GA)
• 84.8 miles

Laura S Walker State Park Campground - Waycross, GA
Located near the northern edge of the mysterious Okefenokee 

Swamp, this park is home to many fascinating creatures and 

plants, including alligators and carnivorous pitcher plants. 

Walking or biking along the lake's edge and nature trail, visitors 

may spot the shy gopher tortoise, numerous oak varieties, saw 

palmettos, yellow shafted flickers, warblers, owls and great blue 

herons.
• Restrooms
• 29 Tent, Trailer & RV Campsites
• Showers
• $30.00 – electric site
• Wi-fi – available in the campground and the Visitor Center



Day 3 - Mon, May 11
• Laura S. Walker State Park Campground (Waycross, GA) to

Fort Clinch State Park Campground (Fernandina Beach, FL)
• 72.8 miles

• Breakfast in camp?
• Lunch in Folkston, GA or Kingsland, GA
• Amelia Island/Ferandina Beach, FL (just before camp)

• Restaurants for dinner (and next day breakfast)
• Amelia Island Lighthouse (67’) – oldest lighthouse in FL 
• Amelia Island History Museum
• Amelia Island Welcome Center and Shrimp Museum

• Fort Clinch State Park
• Camping (hot showers and laundry)
• Visit Fort Clinch (9-5)
• Visitor Center/Museum (9:00 – 4:30)



Day 3 – (continued)

Fort Clinch State Park
• Visitor Center:  open 9:00 – 4:30. Snacks, refreshments, ice, 

firewood, bait, tackle, educational  books, ice cream,   coffee, 
camping supplies & more.

• Camping: $26 per night, plus tax, plus a non-refundable $6.70 
reservation fee. Includes water and electricity at Amelia River 
and Atlantic Beach campgrounds. 

• Laundry:  Washers, dryers & vending machines are located at 
each campground restroom. 

• Bike Trails:  3.3 miles of paved road for those wishing to ride a 
touring bicycle through the oak shaded canopy drive which 
terminates at the Visitor Center for historic Fort Clinch.  A 6-mile 
off-road multi-use trail is located adjacent to the park drive and 
provides a more adventurous ride through the maritime forest as 
dune elevation changes provide rolling hills and turns.

• Fort:  Open 9-5.  $2.50 per person. 
• Fort Clinch Museum: Adjacent to the Visitor’s Center.  Free with 

park admission.  Open 9 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.   The museum 
displays many of the artifacts associated with Fort Clinch and 
supplements the unique Living History experience given the 
visitors by the soldiers in the fort.  A 10-minute introductory 
video details the history of Fort Clinch while giving visitors a 
primer to the experience they will encounter inside the Fort 
itself.



Day 4 - Tues, May 12
• Fort Clinch State Park Campground (Fernandina Beach, FL) to 

Anastasia State Park Campground (St. Augustine, FL)
• 69.6 miles

We will cycle along beautiful Florida beaches for the next 5 days!
• Amelia Island Lighthouse (or see it on Day 3) – oldest lighthouse in FL, 67’ tall
• Oceanfront parks:  Peters Point Beachfront Park, Amelia Island State Park, Big 

Talbot Island State Park, Little Talbot Island State Park and Huguenaut Memorial 
Park

• St. Johns River Ferry - Ft. George to Mayport, 0.9 mile crossing, departs every half 
hour (6:15, 6:45, 7:15, 7:45,  etc.), $1.00 fee 

• St. Johns River Lighthouse – We will see it when we exit the ferry, but can’t visit it.  
The lighthouse is an 80 ft tall, red-washed conical brick tower with a white 
lantern. The tower is located on the Mayport Naval Station and is not open to the 
public. A good view of this lighthouse can be seen from the road east from the 
Mayport ferry.

• Beach towns:  Cycle through many beach towns, including Atlantic Beach, 
Neptune Beach, Jacksonville Beach, Ponte Vedra Beach, Vilano Beach, and more

St. Johns River Ferry

Amelia Island State ParkBig Talbot Island State Park



Day 4 – (continued)

Anastasia State Park is a 1,600-acre state park in 

Florida, United States. Its location is on a peninsula on 

Anastasia Island across Matanzas Bay from downtown 

St. Augustine along the Atlantic coastal plain. This park 

has a variety of wildlife, birds and plants in a setting of 

beaches, tidal salt marsh, and marine and upland 

hammock.
Campground
• Anastasia’s full-facility campground features 139 sites 

with electric and water hookups for RVs and tents. 
• Hot water showers and laundry facilities are available. 
• The campground is a short stroll from the beach.
• $28.00 for a tent site

ANASTASIA STATE PARK

300 Anastasia Park Road 

St. Augustine, FL 32080 

904-461-2033



Day 5 - Wed, May 13
• Anastasia State Park Campground (St. Augustine, FL) to 

Holiday Inn Express & Suites (Daytona Beach Shores, FL)
• 72.3 miles

• Cycle 58.5 miles to Holiday Inn Express & Suites.  Optional stop at Fort 
Matanzas National Monument.

• Check in to hotel and leave gear.
• Cycle 6.6 miles to Ponce de Leon Lighthouse and Museum.
• Cycle 0.7 miles to Down The Hatch Seafood Company where we will take a 2-

hour tour on The Manatee (4-6pm).
• Eat dinner at the Down The Hatch Seafood Company (or many other choices).
• Cycle 6.5 miles back to the hotel.

Ponce de Leon Lighthouse & Museum
Located 6.6 miles south of the hotel at the end of a 
peninsula at the Ponce de Leon Inlet.  The 175’ 
lighthouse was constructed in 1887 and is a National 
Historic Landmark.
• Hours: Open Daily, 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM

(Last Admission at 5:00 PM)
• Admission: Adults (age 12+): $6.95
• Address: 4931 S. Peninsula Drive

Ponce Inlet, FL 32127,   (386) 761-1821



Day 5 – (continued)

• Fort Matanzas National Monument (optional) – Cycle 0.25 miles 
off A1A (just south of Daytona Beach) to the NPS Visitor Center 
and take a short boat ride (free passenger ferry) across the 
Matanzas River to this Spanish fort built in 1740-42.

short boat 
ride to fort 



Day 5 – (continued)

The Manatee

4884 Front Street, Ponce Inlet FL

Intracoastal Cruise Departures: 10 am, 1 pm, 4 pm Year Round

Summer Sunset Cruise:  (only June – Sept)

(We would likely take the 4pm-6pm cruise.)

Boarding At:   Down The Hatch Seafood Company



Day 6 - Thurs, May 14
• Holiday Inn Express & Suites (Daytona Beach Shores, FL) to 

Jetty Park Campground (Cape Canaveral, FL)
• 73.3 miles

Cape Canaveral Lighthouse with 

Rocket Launch, courtesy US Air 
Force

• More beautiful beaches!
• We will cycle past Kennedy Space Center at Cape Canaveral, but probably 

won’t have time for significant visits.  Their web site lists pricey tickets ($50 
daily for seniors) and they recommend a few days to see it all.  Perhaps we 
can see a few sites as we cycle through? (more details later)

• Cape Canaveral Lighthouse – access to the lighthouse is restricted, but there 
are some organized lighthouse tours.  We may not be able to visit it.  More 
details later.  

https://www.kennedyspacecenter.com/

https://www.kennedyspacecenter.com/


Day 6 – (continued)

Jetty Park Campground is an oasis by the 

ocean where guests from all around the 

world come to share in a one-of-a-kind 

experience. Because of the campgrounds 

unique location nestled along the Atlantic 

Ocean and inside beautiful Port Canaveral, 

it's not uncommon to see one or all of the 

following:

• Cruise ships arriving/departing

• Submarines arriving/departing

• Rocket launches from Canaveral Air 

Force Station

• Wildlife and marine life

Jetty Park:  open 5am – 11pm

Jetty Park Fishing Pier:  open 5am – 11pm

Jetty Park Campground Store:  open 7:30am – 6pm

https://www.portcanaveral.com/Recreation/Jetty-Park-Campground

https://www.portcanaveral.com/Recreation/Jetty-Park-Campground


Day 6 – (continued)

Jetty Park Campground

• Separate tent area (nice feature)

• Hot showers

• Laundry

• Snack bar

• Swimming beach/changing rooms

• Bike path from tent area to swimming beach

• Nearby restaurants for dinner/breakfast



Day 7 - Fri, May 15
• Jetty Park Campground (Cape Canaveral, FL) to         

Fort Pierce/St. Lucie KOA Campground (Fort Pierce, FL)
• 72.7 miles

• Cycle all day along the beautiful Florida coast

• Many famous beaches, including  Cocoa Beach, 

Melbourne Beach, North Beach, Vero Beach, 

South Beach, …..

• Many oceanfront parks

• Juan Ponce de Leon Landing

• Sebastian Inlet State Park

• Pelican Island National Wildlife Refuge

• Avalon State Park

• Navy Seal Museum



Day 7 – (continued)

Fort Pierce KOA

• Separate tent area (nice feature)

• Hot showers

• Laundry



Day 8 - Sat, May 16
• Fort Pierce/St. Lucie KOA Campground (Fort Pierce, FL) to 

DoubleTree Hotel - West Palm Beach (West Palm Beach, FL)
• 61.2 miles

Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse - an active lighthouse that is 
operated by The Loxahatchee River Historical Society. It 
is 108 feet tall, and is built on a 48 foot Indian mound. 
The red-washed brick conical tower has 105 steps 
leading to the black lantern. It was constructed 
between 1854 and 1860, and is thought to have the 
oldest first-order Fresnel lens throughout Florida. In 
addition to being open to the public, there are also 
sunset tours that require reservations. It was restored in 
2000, and also has a museum and gift shop. https://www.jupiterlighthouse.org/

• More famous and beautiful beaches!

• Jonathan Dickenson State Park

• Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse

• Finish the day in a nice hotel in West Palm Beach 

that is only 1.5 miles from the Amtrak station (for 

those taking the train the next morning)

• Still working on things to see …

https://www.jupiterlighthouse.org/


Day 8 – (continued)

Highlights

• Palm Beach airport hotel with complimentary airport shuttle 

• Only 2 miles from downtown West Palm Beach and City Place 

• Heated outdoor pool, fitness center and top-class amenities 

• Business center and complimentary WiFi access

• Coin Laundry



Day 9 – Sunday, May 17 
Amtrak 98 Silver Meteor (for those going back to Savannah by train)
• West Palm Beach Amtrak station to Savannah Amtrak station
• Ticket cost:  $81.00 + $20.00 (bike) – only 6 bikes per train

• Eat breakfast in hotel (DoubleTree – West Palm Beach)
• Cycle from DoubleTree hotel to Amtrak Station (1.5 miles)
• Eat lunch and dinner on the train (dining car)
• Cycle from Savannah Amtrak station to Thunderbird Inn (3.2 mi)



Day 9 – Sunday, May 17 (continued)



Day 9 – Sunday, May 17 (continued)

Savannah Amtrak station to Thunderbird Inn:

DoubleTree Hotel 
to West Palm Beach 
Amtrak station:



Travel option for Paul (Virginia Beach to/from Savannah):
Richmond to Savannah – not very convenient times!
Savannah to Richmond – good schedule (8:20am – 5:04pm)



Florida Atlantic Coast Lighthouses


